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SUBJECT: ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER'S DEMARCHE TO 
AMBASSADOR YOUNG ON UN RESTRUCTURING 

REF: PARIS 20971 

1 . ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER TAITTINGER'S SPECIAL 
REQUEST EOR PRIVATE "POLITICAL" MEETING WITH AMBASSADOR 
YOUNG TURNED OUT TO BE LARGELY AN UNDIRECTED AND 
GENERALIZED "GETTING TO KNOW YOU" SESSION. THE ONE 
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SUBSTANTIVE MATTER WHICH TAITTINGER RAISED- AND 
STRONGLY EMPHASIZED - WAS ERANCE’S DEEP INTEREST IN 
RETAINING EOR ITS NOMINEE THE POST OP UN UNDER 
SECRETARY GENERAL FOR ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL APPAIRS 
(USYG/ESA), AND ESPECIALLY TO PROTECT THIS POST AGAINST 
POSSIBLE LOSS OP POWER AND PRESTIGE AS A RESULT OP 
THE UN "RESTRUCTURING " EXERCISE. 
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2. TAITTINGER SPECIFICALLY ASKED THAT USG SUPPORT THE 
NOMINATION OF JEAN RIPERT (THE COMMISSIONER OF FRANCE'S 
NATIONAL PLAN) FOR THE POST OF USYG/ESA. YOUNG 

KEPT TED THAT THERE WOULD BE NO PROBLEM IN HAVING THE 
US SUPPORT THIS NOMINATION. HE SAID THERE WERE VARIOUS 
UNKNOWNS IN THE UN RESTRUCTURING EXERCISE AND THAT IT 
IS NOT YET CLEAR WHETHER, AT THE UNGA, THE LDC'S WILL 
WANT TO PUT SOMEONE TO REPRESENT THEM IN A NEW SENIOR 
ADMINISTRATIVE POSITION. 

3. QUAI UN DIRECTOR LECOMPT, WHO JOINED TAITTINGER FOR 
THIS PART OF HIS CONVERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR YOUNG, 
EMPHASIZED THAT GOF SUPPORTS EFFORTS FOR UN RESTRUCTUR- 
ING, AND FAVORS 7 OF THE 8 POINTS OF THE REPORT OF 

THE COMMITTEE ON RESTRUCTURING-BUT IS OPPOSED TO 
THE PROPOSAL FOR CREATING THE POST OF DIRECTOR GENERAL. 
LECOMPT ADDED THAT GOF BELIEVES THAT THE OTHER 
RESTRUCTURING PROPOSALS WOULD CONTRIBUTE EFFECTIVELY 
TO SOLVING THE PROBLEMS OF MANAGEMENT, BUT HAS DOUBTS 
ABOUT THE US COUNTERPROPOSAL FOR A DEPUTY SECRETARY 
GENERAL, PARTICULARLY IF THAT POST GOES TO AN LDC 
NOMINEE SINCE HE WOULD ATTEMPT TO GET THE POWERS 
FORESEEN FOR THE "DIRECTOR GENERAL" IN THE CURRENT 
RESTRUCTURING REPORT. 
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4. AMBASSADOR YOUNG SAID THAT, WITH REGARD TO GOF 
VIEWS ON THE UN RESTRUCTURING EFFORT, HE WOULD 
INFORM HIS GOVERNMENT OF THIS DEMARCHE ON THE PART 
OF GOF. 

5. AMBASSADOR YOUNG DID NOT SEE THIS TELEGRAM BEFORE 
DEPARTING. 

HARTMAN UNQUOTE VANCE 
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